
WELCOME! 
The lengthening days and blue skies are such a tonic. It’s not been a bad 
winter but the promise of warmer days, birdsong and washing on the line 
instead of it being on a clothes horse in front of the radiator or Aga fills 
me with so much hope. The changing seasons are constant, regular but 
always catch me by surprise and fill me with awe. Looking down from 
the gateway just below our side of Lewesdon Hill, the village always looks 
so inviting and at one with the landscape.  
 
Before I get too lyrical here, if you’re a dog owner (as I am), please take 
your pet’s mess home with you. Don’t leave it in the streets or the fields. 
It can be a health hazard to both humans and other animals. Bag it up 
and dispose of it in the bins in the village. There seems to be more of it 
around here than ever.  
 
On a less hectoring note, please join us for our film at Comrades Hall on 
Friday 21 April. It’s ‘Arrival’. Guardian reviewer Peter Bradshaw gives it 
four out of five stars and says: ‘Arrival is a big, risky, showy movie which 
jumps up on its high-concept highwire and disdains a net. And yes, there 
are moments of silliness when it wobbles a little, but it provides you with 
spectacle and fervent romance.’ I missed it at the cinema but it’s been on 
my film list for ages. Now I can just toddle up with village friends to the 
hall and see on our big screen – complete with fantastic sound. 
 
Have a lovely Easter.                                                    Margery Hookings 
 
Date for final copy: 12 April for May issue.  
broadwindsornews@gmail.com 
 
TEAM MINISTRY 
Team Rector: Rev David Baldwin 862150 (day off Friday) 
The Rectory, Clay Lane, Beaminster   
Team Vicar: Rev Jo Neary 867816 (day off Friday) 
The Vicarage, Orchard Mead, Broadwindsor 
Team Curate: Rev Daniel Ingles 867215 (day off Thursday)  
Orchard Cottage, Mosterton 
 



BROADWINDSOR CHURCH NEWS 
With Easter so late this year, we will have enjoyed the spring flowers long 
before they make it into church as part of the Easter decorations.  I 
always enjoy the sparseness of Lent, knowing that the abundance of 
Easter is just around the corner. 
 
We have been reading ‘Dethroning Mammon’ by Archbishop Justin 
Welby as our staff Lent book. It explores how money and materialism 
dominate the world and how we, as Christians, need to challenge the 
perception of material wealth being the sole sign of success and 
flourishing.   
 
Yet so much of our world is measured and counted: how many steps did 
you walk today, how far have you run, how many calories have you 
consumed, how much did you spend, how many hours have you worked, 
how many people came to church? Fasting from counting and comparing 
might be a sensible choice for Lent next year and taking renewed joy in 
the simple things in life.   
 
Don’t forget to take a moment today to enjoy the sunshine, appreciate 
the view from your window, laugh at a joke, share conversation or marvel 
at spring blossom and new life. 
 
Thank you to all who have supported Lent lunches throughout the team 
and those who will decorate the churches for Easter.  I pray that you all 
may know the joy of new life in Christ, the joy of his creation and the joy 
of hope this Easter. Alleluia, Christ is risen, he is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
With every blessing, Jo 
 
BROADWINDSOR GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 
As reported last month, the date for the Annual Parish Meeting has been 
set for Monday 15 May at Drimpton Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Please get 
in touch if your group or organisation would like to speak at the meeting 
or if you would like to reserve an exhibition space. It’s a great opportunity 
to get together and celebrate the many achievements of the local 
community so please come along.  



 

Hursey Common has for some time been recognised as a Site of Nature 

Conservation Interest (SNCI) by Dorset Wildlife Trust and, following a 

recent monitoring visit, the parish council is pleased to report that the 

Common still remains an important place for wildlife. The Common 

hosts a number of interesting species in the ground flora, some of which 

are declining nationally, but are important for insects such as butterflies, 

moths and beetles. The full report can be found on the council’s website.  

 

A ‘Call for Sites’ has been announced by the Neighbourhood Plan 

Committee.  If you own land in the parish - a green field site or buildings 

which could be converted or redeveloped, and you would like it to be 

considered for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan, then please register 

your interest. The ‘Call for Sites’ will close on 30 April 2017. For more 

information and to download an application form please visit 

www.broadwindsorgroup.gov.uk/community/neighbourhood-

plan/ 

 

With regard to the reshaping of local government, at the time of writing, 
the request to form two new unitary authorities for Dorset still remains 
with the Secretary of State for Local Government and Communities. A 
decision is expected shortly. Further information can be found at 
www.futuredorset.co.uk 
 

As reported last month, fingerpost signs within the grouped parish area 

are in a poor state of repair. The council has just completed an inventory 

of all signs and will be setting up a working group to move the restoration 

work forward.  If you have the skills and/or an interest in helping out 

please get in touch.  

 

Allotment plots are now available to rent in Broadwindsor. Fees are very 
affordable, the annual price for a half or part plot is £5 and a full plot is 
£10. There are so many reasons why tending an allotment can be a very 
rewarding experience - home grown produce, a healthy lifestyle and like-



minded people. If you would like to have a look around the allotments 
or have any questions, please contact June (07484 729434) or Sheila 
(01308 868806). 
 
The next council meeting will take place at 7.30 pm on 10 April at 

Comrades Hall. Please join us - members of the public and press are very 

welcome to attend. The agenda will be posted on village noticeboards 

and online. As always, please get in touch if I can be of any help. 

 
Helen Cudmore, Clerk to the Council 
01308 488440. hello@broadwindsorgroup.gov.uk 
 
COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 
Site feasibility surveys of the proposed site at Netherhay Lane, Drimpton, 
were completed during February. 

Trewin Design will submit a revised layout plan to Dorset County 
Partnerships for pre-application discussion with planners. This meeting 
is expected to take place around the end of March. 

The CLT’s preferred option would be to install an on-site sewerage 
system for this development. This would not impact on the mains sewer 
in view of the problems currently experienced in Marksmead and 
Oxhayes in Drimpton. 

Dorset Council Partnerships’ housing need information indicates that 
there are currently 14 households registered within the Broadwindsor 
Group Parish area. A draft allocation plan specific to this site is being 
developed by the CLT and Yarlington Housing Group. This will be for 
properties to rent and shared ownership properties and will outline 
priorities and provide definitions of ‘local connections’. 

A quarterly newsletter – BGP CLT News is now available on our website 
(see link below) as well as on the parish council, Broadwindsor and 
Drimpton websites. Copies are also available from Broadwindsor 
Community Stores, the pubs and village halls in Broadwindsor and 
Drimpton and Kittwhistle Garage. 



Members of BGP CLT will be providing a presentation on the project at 
the Broadwindsor Group Parish Council Annual meeting on 15 May at 
Drimpton Village Hall. 

More information is available on the BGP CLT website 
at www.broadwindsorgroupparishclt.org                          Sheila Hawkins 

BROADWINDSOR PRIMARY SCHOOL  
The new West Dorset Collaboration of schools is working well with 
teachers, meeting to share best practice and, this half term, taking part in 
teacher exchanges. We have also been able to engage a counsellor to 
provide support sessions for children in need of emotional support. On 
the sporting side, we organised a 5-a-side football tournament for the 
Year 3/4 age group and I am proud to say that Broadwindsor School 
team won the tournament! We look forward to continuing good work 
for the benefit of the children. 
 
We have a strong tradition of community volunteers working in school, 
and this year has been no exception. We have a ready supply of 
volunteers who listen to readers, some of whom are parents and others 
from the village, who commit time to come into school on a weekly 
basis.  
 
We also have volunteers who run our weekly lunchtime chess club and 
our after-school church club. Our governors are also volunteers who 
devote a great deal of time and effort in engaging with and supporting 
school, helping to drive standards upwards. We currently have three 
vacancies – an authority governor and two co-opted governors. If you 
would like more information about the role of a governor, please get in 
touch with me or the Clerk to the Governors, Sally Dawson, on 01308 
868376.  
 
Finally, our Easter Service will be held on our last day of term – Friday 
7 April at 9.15am in church. Coffee will be served before the service. 
Please join us.                                                                     Nigel Arnold 
 
 
 



NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Volunteers from within the Parish have been making steady progress on 
the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
A significant milestone was gathering your views through the 
questionnaire. The results are available for all to see on the Broadwindsor 
Parish Council website on the Neighbourhood Plan section - 
broadwindsorgroup.gov.uk/community/neighbourhood-plan 
 
I would like to thank everyone who took the time and effort to complete 
this questionnaire. We received a 60% response rate, which is very good 
in comparison to other places.  
 
The plan vision for development within the parish 
Your responses helped to develop the vision, which is now driving the 
plan: 
“Our vision is that during the next twenty years, residents will have enough suitable 
and environmentally-friendly homes, which fit into the Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty which they value so highly; and that there will be good schools, safe roadways 
and support for local employment and local services which ensure that all ages, in every 
part of our parish, are able to enjoy life to the full.” 
 
A brief summary of some of the questionnaire findings 
What people value 
Facilities for leisure and recreation, good social life and community spirit 
and neighbourliness; local services and shops, the distinctive character of 
villages and buildings, landscape and scenery, plus being in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
 
Concerns 
There is dissatisfaction both with parking and safety for cyclists and 
walkers, and by far the greatest number of written suggestions were about 
speed and the size of vehicles. There was clear support for increasing the 
number of passing places but no desire for increased street lighting.  
 
 
 



Employment and Buildings 
Protection of existing employment sites, allowing conversion of 
redundant buildings to employment use and encouraging more people to 
work from home were popular. 
 
Development 
There was little support for open market and private rental housing. 
However there was support for adaptable and shared ownership and 
housing association homes, especially for younger local people. A 
Community Land Trust type scheme was supported. 
 
One or two bedroom homes for first time buyers was the most strongly 
supported option. There was clear opposition to having larger 
development sites and the preferred option was to have more sites with 
fewer houses. Most disagreed that there should be less growth than had 
happened previously, the strongest support was to continue the average 
rate of development (about five a year). 
 
Next stages 
Protecting areas you value 
We are listing all the green spaces in the parish that we would like to see 
protected from any development so that these are written into the plan, 
for example the allotments, Hursey Common, all the recreational areas, 
sports fields and the cricket ground. Many parts of our parish have 
AONB protection already but there might be areas that you find 
important to protect, so please let us have your thoughts and suggestions 
so we don’t miss any! 
 
Call for Sites 
We have to put out a ‘call for sites’ to collate any areas that people might 
like to develop: part of a large garden, a redundant building, or land not 
being used for any other purpose. There is no guarantee that any of the 
sites put forward will get planning permission. Having this information 
is important for the plan, because it is going to be our way forward with 
regard to planning and development for about the next 20 years.  
 



I would like to thank all the members of the Neighbourhood Planning 
Committee for their continued support and hard work in getting the plan 
to where we are now and look forward to finishing this task as soon as 
possible. (If you could help on our small committee, do please let me 
know, see below for contact details.) 
 
For information on the ‘Call for Sites’ and application form please see 
the parish council website or contact me (about the call for sites, to offer 
help, or anything else about the plan) via rowlandhibbard@yahoo.co.uk 
or write to me at Meadow View, Kittwhistle, Beaminster, Dorset DT8 
3LG.                    Rowland Hibbard, Chairman 
 
BROADWINDSOR COMRADES HALL 
We held our Big Breakfast Fundraiser on 4 March and, with over 100 
visitors, we raised £550 for the village hall, which included several 
donations. The money raised, together with a generous donation from 
the Jubilee Group, means we have met the cost of the new sound system 
for the hall. A big thank you to everyone who helped to make the event 
such a success on the day, and we will organise another Big Breakfast in 
November to help our funds. Watch this space for details nearer the 
time. 
 
We would welcome nominations at the annual general meeting, 
on Monday 24 April at 7.30pm, from anyone wishing to help run our 
village hall. Forms can be obtained from the village shop, the White Lion 
or by calling me on 867638.  Being a member of the management 
committee is far from onerous (four meetings a year), and ‘new blood’ 
would be much appreciated. 
 
Finally, we have the film ‘Arrival’ on Friday 21 April at 7.30pm. When 
mysterious spacecraft touch down across the globe, an elite team - lead 
by expert linguist Louise Banks (Amy Adams) - are brought together to 
investigate. As mankind teeters on the verge of global war, Banks and the 
team race against time for answers – and to find them, she will take a 
chance that could threaten her life, and quite possibly humanity.  Also 
starring Jeremy Renner and Forest Whitaker, this film won an Academy 
Award and BAFTA Award.                                           Andrew Hookings         



 
COMRADES HALL 100 CLUB 
Our spring draw took place on Friday 3 March at the Post Office in the 
hall. The numbers were drawn by Sue, the outreach Post Office clerk 
from Bridport. 
1£75 B Ridley; 2 £50 C Loudon; 3 £25 D Sarling; 4 £15 J Staff; 5£10 H 
Guppy; 6 £5 S Wakefield. 
 
The next draw will be on Friday 2 June 2 at the hall. Thank you to all 
the members for supporting the hall.                                        Sue Eccles 
 
BROADWINDSOR WI    
So, how many men does it take to mow your lawn? One reluctant 
husband, I guess, in many households. 
 
Before the First World War, it took 15 men to mow the lawns at Slade 
Park House in East Anglia. So said our guest speaker, Dr Francis 
Burroughes, when he came to talk to us about the life of his father who 
started his working life at the age of 12 years. 
 
The young boy left school the day after he was 12 years of age and the 
following morning took his bread and dripping and walked the two-and-
a- half miles to his place of work. His start time was 6.30am and finish 
time was 8pm (can’t see too many people willing to work those hours 
today).  In his first six months, he would wash terracotta pots with soda 
and cold water.  
 
As time went on, he would learn all aspects of gardening, such as carpet 
bedding, where up to 750,000 annuals would be planted in intricate 
patterns in beds, and when they bloomed they would look stunning. 
 
Head gardeners would be responsible for providing all fruit and veg for 
the whole household, often catering for 40 people per day, as well as 
flowers for arrangements in the house, plants and keeping the grounds 
pristine, hence 15 men to mow a lawn. Even the horse pulling the 
machine would wear leather shoes so it would not cut into the grass. 
Gardeners would move often because each house or estate would 



specialise in a different aspect of the job, such as topiary, vine growing 
for desserts not wine, salad foods, specialist plants and flowers. 
  
By the end of World War Two, Mr Burroughes had his own market 
garden in Yeovil. His tomatoes and lettuce would be picked at 6am and 
in Covent Garden, as well local shops and restaurants by lunchtime. Bet 
they tasted fabulous.                                                          Camille Newall 
 
BROADWINDSOR AND DISTRICT OVER 60S’ CLUB 
Our February meeting was opened by Chairwoman Annette Nunn, with 
the sad news of the demise of Mrs June Creed, and the date of the funeral 
service at Misterton. June had for long been a familiar face at our 
meetings and will be missed. Annette then went on to remind everyone 
who contributes to the monthly raffle prizes to please check the use/sell 
by dates on their donations. We really could do with more volunteers to 
assist with, or take on, the monthly tasks that have to be carried out at 
the meetings, such as the refreshments, bric-a-brac stall, raffle table etc, 
and writing the column for the Broadwindsor News magazine, as the 
present incumbent requires a break after two-and-a-half years.  Please 
consider these requests, as we are all members enjoying the same club 
functions, facilities, trips etc. 
 
Annette then went on to introduce the speaker, an old favourite, Mr 
Bruce Upton of Bridport Museum. Although unable to attend this 
meeting, I have been reliably informed that Bruce gave his usual 
interesting and informative talk, the subject being ‘Buildings With Grade 
1 Status’ in Dorset, covering all parts of the county.  There were many 
slides to accompany this talk and everyone enjoyed listening and 
watching.                                                                                 Alice Moule 
 
BROADWINDSOR FEBRUARY RAINFALL  
2017: 72mm (2.834ins). 2016: 114.5mm (4.507ins). 2015: 89mm 
(3.503ins).                                                                           Peter Caldwell 
 
BROADWINDSOR PCC 100 CLUB DRAW 
1 Mrs S Robinson £15; 2 Miss H Jones £10; 3 Mr B Willis £7; 4 Mrs S 
Sarling £5. 



 
BROADWINDSOR & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
Preparations for this year’s annual show continue apace and by the time 
you are reading this we should be very close to finalising the schedule.  
For those of you wishing to enter them in the show, now is a perfect time 
to be sowing sweetcorn, beans and courgettes.   
 
Our Coffee Morning on Saturday 22 April will also provide you with an 
opportunity to pick up some potential prize-winning plants (although at 
this stage I do not know exactly what might be available).  For society 
members, there is the added bonus of being able to collect a free fuchsia 
plug plant (provided by the Gold Club).  However stocks of these are 
limited so I am afraid it will be first come, first served.            Brian Stone 
 
DRIMPTON NEWS 
 
Valentine’s Village Lunch 
What a brilliant turnout of 55 for the Village Valentines Lunch on 15 
February. Nearly everyone wore red and tucked into a three-course 
lunch of soup with heart shaped croutons, followed by casserole with 
heart-shaped pastry toppers and hot puddings. Coffee and mints 
rounded off a really good village get together. Viv and Rosemary thank 
you all for attending and look forward to seeing you again on 
Wednesday 17 May.  
 
Don’t forget the lent lunch on 12 April.  
 
The summer lunch is on Sunday 11 June. The theme this year is ‘The 
Oscars’.                                                                                   Viv Watts 

 
St Mary’s Church, Drimpton 100 Club Draw 
1 Mrs S Jevons £15; 2 Mr & Mrs S Chubb £10; 3 Mr A North £5; 4 Mrs 
J Pearce £2.50.                                                                Norman Marsden 
 
 
 



RACE NIGHT 

Drimpton Village Hall 
Saturday 1 April at 7.30pm 

Bar & finger food Buffet  
£5 per person to include your first drink 

Come along, but make sure you don’t fall at the first fence! 

Tickets: Tim Bassett 867493 or Steve Chubb 868385 

 

LENT LUNCH 

Drimpton Village Hall 

Wednesday 19 April 12.30 pm 

Choice of soups followed by Cheese table and coffee/tea 

Produce stall for charity  

£4 (extra soup 50p)  

proceeds for Netherhay Methodist Church 

 

Christian Aid Coffee Morning 

Saturday 29 April 

Drimpton Village Hall  

10.30am – 12 noon 

Produce Stall 

100 Club draw 

Proceeds for Christian Aid week 

 
CLAPTON, WAYFORD, DRIMPTON & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
February was our AGM.  Not normally the most popular meeting of the 
year but we try to tempt members with free wine and food.  This 
year, approximately 30 loyal and enthusiastic supporters attended and 
enjoyed the excellent snacks provided by Anne Cater, Diana Leake and 
Trish Harding. The club has had another successful year. Ian Hallett 
explained that he would be resigning   after two enjoyable years as chair 
in order to take up the post of show secretary. Ian is well qualified for 
this role as he visits many shows in his capacity as an RHS Judge. We 
look forward to future successful and inspirational shows under Ian’s 
leadership.  John Wright has kindly volunteered to become chair and he 



was unanimously elected. The society’s finances remain healthy.  Our 
treasurer has indicated that she only wishes to continue for one further 
year in this role.  If any member is considering taking on the role of 
treasurer, Linda Smith would be happy for them to shadow her this year. 
Contact linda@thesmithsmailbox.net if you are interested.  Thank you to 
Ian Hallett for his past and continuing support, congratulations to John 
Wright on his election to chair and thanks to all the committee members 
who work hard to ensure the society continues to thrive.  Finally, and 
most importantly, thanks to all our members and volunteers who are the 
backbone of the society.  
 
On Wednesday 19 April we have our spring show. There have been 
spring shows in the past but none in recent years so we are hoping for 
lots of exhibits from members. Although the main focus is on flowers 
and bulbs there is the opportunity to exhibit Easter biscuits so this event 
could be a feast for both the eyes and stomach. Non-members are 
welcome to attend but only members are permitted to enter. Schedules 
are available from Ian Hallett - ian.hallett2010@btinternet.com  
 
Judging commences at 7.30pm but exhibits must be entered before 
7pm.  A trophy will be awarded to the member with the highest points 
overall.  We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at this 
meeting with your flowers and biscuits.                    Martin Rowan-Robinson 
 
BURSTOCK NEWS 
We held our pancake and coffee morning on 28 February. Attendance 
was down this year due to several reasons - some people had hospital 
appointments, others were away and, sadly, some of our regulars were 
unable to attend for health reasons, and some have passed away. For 
those that were there it was a great social event with great pancakes. 
Thanks to David and Jo for joining us. Thanks to all who helped in any 
way. The sum of £270 was raised for church funds.   
 
Our first service in March was Matins led by our Rector, Canon David 
Baldwin. A good congregation of 23, including our choir, made great 
singing. Please join us for our next Matins service on the first Sunday in 



May.  We will be holding our Big Strawberry Tea at the end of June, and 
our Annual Concert on Saturday 15 July at St Andrews Burstock. 
 
Our flower and cleaning lady for April is Mrs J Pennell.      John Hansford 
 
BLACKDOWN NEWS 
We will celebrate Palm Sunday on 9 April with a Eucharist at 6pm. Please 
note this is the last service starting at this time until the autumn.  
 
Thank you to everyone who made pancakes for the February service. 
They went down well with lemon and sugar after the service conducted 
by the Rev Daniel Ingles. 
 
Many people struggle to get a mobile signal when searching for addresses 
in the Blackdown area, due to the postcode having too many addresses 
over a large area. Unfortunately they did not use the telephone kiosk so, 
because of a lack of use, it has now been removed, and no-one was 
offered a chance to adopt it! Perhaps it could have been used as an 
address finder/information point, although its location on a 60mph road 
made parking an issue. 
 
Events at Blackdown Village Hall this month include the WI’s AGM on 
Thursday 13 April, followed by an American Supper. Members will also 
discuss how they can actively promote the National WI resolution, whilst 
Whist will be on Thursday 6 and 20 April. All events start at 7.30pm.  
 
The WI will also be hosting a Good Friday Coffee Morning on 14 April 
from 10.15-12 noon.  This year’s Flower Show is on 2 September and 
the subjects for the eight photography classes are chimney/chimneys, 
mirror image, old age, on the beach, feeding time, party time, weather 
and open so you have plenty of time to get snapping.               Helen Doble 
 
BLACKDOWN WI 

The minutes were read from the previous meeting and signed. 
Competitions: Fancy Tea Pot – 1 Jane Rudkin; 2 Sam Fursman. Flower 
of the Month, Daffodil - Jane Rudkin; 2 Char Barrett. 
 



An unusual evening was had with the speaker (Rob Curtis) talking about 
Inner Sanctum. Now on first thought you may be thinking religious 
subjects, maybe about your inner self. Oh no, it was about sanitation over 
the years! 
 
Rob had retired from the royal air force after 30 years of service to give 
guided talks and walks around Dorset but now has included some other 
topics in his repertoire. It covered sanitation, from early days to modern 
days to the future, with some funny stories in between of people born on 
the toilet to people dying on the toilet, Royal toilets through the years 
and how the Romans had communal toilets, with flowing rain water to 
remove waste, and also sponges on sticks for better hygiene! They also 
covered the walls in mosaics to stop graffiti.  
 
The monks were the most hygienic of their time and they survived the 
Black Death because of this.  It was interesting to hear how, in years gone 
by, people used to carry pomanders or orange peel to cover up the 
smell.  It was 1750 was when we had the first modern toilet as we know 
today but it was not until 1775 the flush was invented and 1857 toilet 
paper, which was moistened with aloe.  Fact: we use about one mile of 
toilet paper per person a year. 
 
Up and coming events: Coffee morning with stalls, 14 April 10.15-12 
noon and in September - 100 Not Out.  A day of craft demonstrations 
and hands on to celebrate 100 years of Blackdown WI.             Julie Rudkin 
 

SEABOROUGH NEWS 
Spring has arrived and life continues its cycle of reproduction and death. 
The toad crossing signs are up at Sandpits, and some roads in England 
are closed to allow these amorous amphibians a safe crossing of their 
ancestral migration paths. Toads prefer large bodies of water for 
breeding, and the old pond (mill leet) at Seaborough Court is another 
courtship venue. The herons from Wayford are waiting. 
 
In the Netherlands, I have seen a low plastic curtain strung alongside the 
road with gaps at intervals to allow the toads through. They then fall into 
a bucket on the other side where they can be counted and released in 



safety.  What the male toads feel about a night in the bucket with the 
ladies is unknown. 
 
The clever men at Oxford,  
Know all that there is to be knowed   
But they none of them know one half as much  
As intelligent Mr Toad!                                                 Derek Wigglesworth 
 
BEAMINSTER MUSEUM 
The museum re-opens for the new summer season on Saturday 1 April. 
Our permanent displays have been refurbished and additional interesting 
artefacts now on view for our visitors. There are two brand new 
exhibitions to start the season, with exciting subjects of interest, 
hopefully for everyone.  Firstly we have ‘Wood you know’ which explores 
the local history of woodlands, wood and woodworkers.  Secondly, we 
have ‘40 years of Twinning’ which will celebrate this anniversary of the 
link between Beaminster and St James in France.  The museum brochure 
has been updated to show visitors some of what they can expect to see 
and do during their visit. There are activities designed to appeal to all 
ages, including games to play, buttons to press and things to find within 
the exhibits. Opening times are: Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and 
bank holidays, 10.30am until 4pm, Sundays 2pm until 4.30pm. 
 
For more details visit www.beaminstermuseum.wordpress.com or 
telephone 863623.                                                               Douglas Beazer 
 

Beaminster Young Farmers 
 

Big Breakfast 
 

Broadwindsor Comrades Hall 
 

Easter Monday, 17 April 
9am till 11am 

 
£8 adults, £4 children, £20 a family 



BROADWINDSOR & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETY 

 

Coffee Morning & Plant Sale 
Saturday 22 April 

Comrades Hall 

 Broadwindsor 

10.30am to 12 noon 

Raffle, Cake and Plant stalls 

Display of ‘Old’ Broadwindsor Photos 

Admission £1 

 
 

 

COMRADES HALL, BROADWINDSOR 

 

Friday 21 April 
 

Arrival (12A) 
 

An expert linguist employed to communicate with extra-

terrestrials. Starring Amy Adams, Jeremy Renner, Forest 
Whitaker, Michael Stuhlbarg, Tzi Ma, Mark O'Brien.  

 

‘Denis Villeneuve’s thrilling sci-fi epic, in which a linguistics 
expert is called on to speak for the human race, is daring, 
clever and touched with skin-crawling strangeness.’ The 

Guardian **** 
 

Tickets £6 on the door or call 01308 867644. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

THE BISHOP’S KITCHEN 
Two recipes to serve over Easter 

 

CREAM OF MUSSEL SOUP & SAFFRON [serves 4] 
750g mussels cleaned, 4 tbsp dry white wine, 50g butter, 225g 
chopped celeriac, 125g leek cleaned & sliced, 1 garlic clove 

chopped, 750 ml fish stock or veg stock, good pinch saffron 
strands, 100g vine tomatoes roughly chopped, 4 tbsp crème 

fraiche. 
 
Put the mussels & 2 tbsp of wine into a medium-sized pan. Place 

over a high heat & cook for 2-3 mins or until the mussels have 
just opened. Tip them into a colander set over a bowl to collect 

the cooking juices. Leave to cool slightly then remove three 
quarters of the meats from the shells, cover & set aside. Melt 

the butter in a clean pan; add the celeriac, leek, garlic & 
remaining wine. Cover & cook gently for 5 mins. Put all but the 
last tablespoon or two of the mussel liquor [which might a bit 

gritty] into a large measuring jug & make up to 900 ml with 
stock. Add to the pan of vegetables with the saffron & tomatoes, 

cover & simmer gently for 30 mins. Leave to cool slightly, then 
blend until smooth & sieve through your finest sieve. Bring back 

to boil stir, in crème fraiche & season to taste. Remove pan from 
heat & stir in mussels to warm through completely but don’t 
cook any more & serve. 

 
CORNISH SAFFRON BREAD 

15g fresh yeast, ½ tsp sugar, 800g strong white bread flour, 1 
small packet saffron strands, 1 small packet saffron powder, 3 
tsp salt, 1 egg beaten, 3 tbsp olive oil. 

 



Mix yeast with 150 ml tepid water, the sugar & 7 tbsp of flour. 
Leave mixture in warm place until it is frothy & well risen. Soak 

all the saffron in 300ml of warm water. Warm the remaining 
flour in a bowl in a warm oven. Sprinkle over salt & make a well 
in middle. Pour in the yeast mixture, add the beaten egg, the 

warm saffron-flavoured water & olive oil. Mix with a wooden 
spoon to make a rough dough. Turn out dough on to lightly 

floured work surface & knead thoroughly until smooth & elastic. 
Put the dough into a lightly oiled bowl & loosely cover with a 

sheet of cling film & a folded cloth. Leave to rise in a warm place 
until doubled in size. Knock back the dough & knead it a gain 
briefly. Form into a large round loaf. Put on a greased & floured 

baking sheet & cover with a sheet of oiled cling film & a cloth. 
Set aside to prove until the loaf is well risen, puffy & taut, slash 

across the top of the loaf & bake for 15 mins @ 220c/gas mark 
7, then turn down the heat  to 180c/gas mark 4 & bake for a 

further 30-40 mins or until the loaf sounds hollow when tapped 
on base. Leave to cool on rack. 
 
 

BROADWINDSOR FUN WEEKEND 
Sat 10 June & Sun 11 June 

 
Big Breakfast, Afternoon Tea, Barn Dance 

Pram Race, White Lion Stone-Baked Pizzas 

Live Music and Lots of Fun 

 



 



 
 



APRIL EVENTS 

CH Comrades Hall, BVH Blackdown Village Hall, DVH Drimpton Village Hall.  

 

Church coffee get-togethers: White Lion every Saturday 10.30am.   

Prayer walk from The Square, Broadwindsor, second Saturday of every month, 

10am.  Post Office, Comrades Hall, Tuesday and Fridays, 10am-12.30pm.  

Every Wednesday: Active Age Aerobics 10am, Yogalates 11am, Comrades Hall. 

Broadwindsor Guitar Club, Comrades Hall, every second Tuesday, 2pm–5pm 

 

Sat 1 DVH Race Night 7.30pm 

Beaminster Museum re-opens 10.30am 

CH Blackdown Walk 10.30am, Lunch 12.30pm 

Thurs 6 BVH Whist Drive 7.30pm 

Mon 10 CH Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

Tues 11 CH, Community Stores AGM (shareholders only), 7.30pm 

Weds 12 DVH Lent lunch 12.30pm 

Thurs 13 CH Frantic Skittles, 7.30pm 

DVH Film Club 7.30pm 

Fri 14 CH Hot Cross buns & Coffee 10.30am–12 noon 

BVH Coffee morning and stalls 10.15am–12 noon 

Mon 17 CH Young Farmers Big Breakfast 9am – 11am 

Weds 19 DVH Garden Club 7.30pm 

Thurs 20 CH Broadwindsor WI 

BVH Whist Drive 7.30pm 

Fri 21 CH Film “Arrival”, 7.30pm 

Sat 22 CH Broadwindsor & District Hort Soc Coffee Morning 10.30am–12 noon 

Mon 24 Comrades Hall AGM 7.30pm 

Thurs 27 CH, Frantic Skittles, 7.30pm 

Sat 29 DVH Christian Aid Coffee Morning 10.30am–12 noon 

 

 

 


